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so bold, and had carried ofi so many men, that
the survivors did not dare to go near the edge,
and they got their water by fastening the pot to
the end of a long pole.1 It was eight months
since they left Santa Martha. To continue such
marches was felt to be quite beyond human
endurance. A hundred men had fallen by the way.

The feeling of the captains, as well as of the
men, was that it was absolutely necessary to
return to Santa Martha if anyone was to survive.
The oldest and most experienced officers were
San Martin and Cespedes. They were deputed
to represent the feeling of the rest to the General,
which they did.

Quesada replied that a retreat would be much
more fatal than an advance, for there was not
room for the soldiers in the boats, and they would
again have to struggle through the dense forest.
He reminded them that the good Adelantado had
expended all his fortune in fitting out the expedition.
He declared that he would not abandon the enter-
prise while his life was spared, and that he would,
in future, hold him as an enemy who should

1 Since those days a great trade has sprung up in alligator skins
on the Magdalena. Alter 1901, when it began, the annual export has
been 30,000 skins.